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Disaster Relief versus Disaster Assistance

The terms "disaster relief" and "disaster assistance" are often used interchangeably to describepsapiced
to communities in the wake of a disasfiebe it small, large, or catastrophi€or the purposes of thiseport,
"disaster relief" is generally discussed in terms of the definition included in thé BGpport provided pursuant
to a major disastedeclaration under the Stafford Attunless otherwise specifie@enerally, this report uses the
0di saster assi st an c eftsuppoot possibly provided m thé wake obardisaste
This broader categorjncludes BCAdefined dsaster relief, as well as a range of support for incidents unrelate
major disaster designations.
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1 For more background on the BCA and federal disaster assistanc&SeReport R423524n Examination of

Federal Disaster Relief Under the Budget Control, AgtBruce R. Lindsay, William L. Painter, and Francis X.
McCarthy. For a broader overview of the BCA, 8BS Report R42508he Budget Control Act of 2011 as Amended:
Budgetary Effectsoy Grant A. Driessen and Marc Labante

2P.L. 93288 42 U.S.C. 512 et seq.
3P.L. 11225, 125 Stat. 245-0r more information on major disaster declaration€B&CRS Report R42702,

Stafford Act Declarations 1953015: Trends, Analyses, and Implications for Congreg®8Bruce R. Lindsay and
Francis X. McCarthy

4 The Office of Management and Budget performs these calculations each year as a part of its sequestration report
cycle.
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Congremergency funding.

Fi garebel ow, shkhaws utlhhe e@NMB metintsrefief from FY20
FY2011, and the amount designated as disaster 7re
as solid baFrofr Y@ 12hEX20hagh. bl ue data points conn
indicate the abtodabhstedjnet mefimafFayx2l0aR]l anwWnder
FY2013, the disaster relief alhoW¥BD¢4adfostmhat
t i me, several billion dollars of the adjustment

5 Office of Management and Budg&@MB Report on Disaster Relief Funding to the Committees on Appropriations
and the Budget of the U.S. House of Representatives and the, $¢asiténgton, DC, September 1, 2011, p. 1.
(HereinaftetOMB Disaster Relief Repoyt

61bid, p. 2, note.

7 Office of Management and Budg@MB Sequestration Update Report to the President and Congress for Fiscal Year
2013 Washington, DC, August 20, 2012, p. h@ps://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/legislative_reports/sequestration
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Figure 1.Disaster Relief and the Allowable Adjustment, FY2001 -FY2016
(in millions of nominal dollars of discretionary budget authgrity

$60,000
Allowable Adjustment is based on previous years' DRBA:
Average of previous 10 year DRBA after
dropping the highest and lowest years
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$20,000 .—_.—/\
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OMB CALCULATION D (FY F)
Disaster Relief Budget Authority (DRBA)
—e— Allowable Adjustment Under Current Law

Source: CRS compilatiomnd analysief data from OMB Sequestration Reports.

Fig@irelustrates how the allowablR] wmed jlasrtsmeint d iwaas
the ten years of disadtfY@ttShratl itehfe fa alme WIY2t0i0bdn t ihsr
black Xs indicate the high and loWhygecaverapatotve
the eight remaining years, plus the unused porti
(excluding cad#dyoves fhemaFY?®Wable adjustment f o

The dis as tparovradleide in EY¥BDOLH wad F¥29O06by driven b
Katrina, Ri+d4 8, iandhWighm@cfodtishseaffter relief allow:
adj uscamecnu IThtoiswa s fi scal years stuhpapno rottehde rawihsieg hweort
have beenin atlhceuilrataecbds encet hBegnhmgioghen ¥F¥2617n
with disaster relief (F&RPOB®glinbexcectbhes hofgh$SI@ab
there€dacéuded from the calculdheonmpdrcthe oamkl] ot
changes for the allowable adjustment are discuss
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Figure 2. Calculation of the Allowable Adjustment for FY 2016
(in millions of nominal dollars of discretionary budget authority)

$60,000
The Allowable Adjustment is based on previous years' DRBA:
Average of previous 10 year DRBA after
dropping the highest and lowest years
HIGHEST FY2016
Allowable
x Adjustment
$20,000 .__.___./\Q
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Disaster Relief Budget Authority (DRBA)
—eo— Allowable Adjustment Under Current Law

Source: CRS compilatiomnd analysief data from OMB Sequestration Reports.

Note: Annual totals of DRBA notised in the calculation of the FY2016 allowable adjustraenshown in tay,
while the ten years of annual totals used in the calculation are shown in blue

As notelaamawd ftdtadster rffdnecyfeapy usfetda @ oh Y2 ¢ 1 1
calculatal 1l owabl e athcaosntgnreensts iiosoombl a sadpegs ri ogpnraita t i o n s
disast.Ay yedinefpass,e ctohnei ncga [lce@MBstrisobnimaimgth abé n mo r e
inclusive annual tmarael sr eolfi admirtsgarsats esarin arneabllf edfe sai ngdn a
disaster relikedethhecehavenstimapomadtt o an extent

Using the Allowable Adjustment

The allowable adjustment has been most often use
Federal Emergency’s MPnsgement Ré&thlipam § ymRu yd FEDMRF )
accouwnmntd tdd sfrsensdgpronse activitidesasmcdrvpay? oo gamgms
However, the wuse of the allowabldte adgoammmeatecds
funding for several othgendeéepsarFmgBéE@oandigovern
FY2Q014 hree departmemtsannecbidpprdgpmideatdigonsdisast
rebt &t Denp sfr éHmeme tustn(dwhSiec h 1 nc,] uAgrsi cFEEIMAWr e, and
Housing and Ur-btahne Ibervoealdoepsnie nuts e of t he designat.i
FY2012, the first year of i1its use.

8For more information on the DRF, sERS Report R43537,(0$V 'LVDVWHU 5HOLHI )XQG 2YHUYLHZ DQC
Issuesby Bruce R. Lindsa
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Figure 3.Appropriations with  Disaster Relief De signations by Government Agency ,
FY2012-FY2016

(in millions of nominal dollars of discretionary budget authority)

Transportation .
Cor%merce Housing and Urban
TOTAL Agriculture Development
FY2012 510,453 Homeland Security Defense

FY2013 511,779

FY2014 55,626

FY2015 56,529 |

FY2016 57,143 I

S0 $2,000 $4,000 $6,000 $8,000 $10,000 $12,000
Dollars in Millions

Source: CRS analysis of appropriations legislation.

Notes: Homel and Security funding is FEMAGs Disaster Relief F
Agriculture representshe Emergency Conservation Program, Emergency Forest Restoration Program, and

Emergency Watershed Protection Programnthe U.S. Depart@nt of Agriculture; Commerce represents

Economic Development Assistance programs at the Department of Comme&raasportation represents the

Feder al Hi ghway Administrationds Emergency Relief Progra
Urban Development represents the Community Development Fund at the Department of Housing and Urban

Development; andepartment of Defense funding is fthree separate accountbe U.S. Army Corps of

Engineer8Civil Works Program

The Disaster Redjiedt Addtowabl e
Th&Next Five Y&F&RHD20PY2017

Forecasts for the Next Five Years with

As Congress considers the future of federal di s a
to consider changes tostmemdesashet healdusbh qabl ow
relief allowdblecoajtuntumetto beafatvan lwhileh tthhro u gt
limitations on discBE€AI emApr passpe iydkianmg wmder otulkte ¢
calculation anditnhewsypoassibbbkbltbnassess potentia
the allowable adjustment

Using’sOMBt hodol ogy for calculating the allowablc
futsucceenareopresented here:

X Maxi mum Usager Scemays i ©Gongress will designate
amount available undtortédesadtéwgbadbiafljust me
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X Medi um Usage pScemameiso obligations for major d
foll owsIFlEMAr avewxagasdfroompithsi ags tmehgisc h 1 s
less thanstabdalrbacwdlbleef adj ust ment

X Mini mum Usagep©SBetehmaie kcat astropbiumodi sasters
further major disasatter sesrgndecbared, oahg us
ongoingticowispat acd to the DRF from the past maj
November 15, 2015.

om FY2013 tEooggksEY20Dp6opr i autnedde ra Itnhoes td i$s3als.tle
lief desfgwhtchnt hal IhRE tbhidl3H0iBodnd &i v &fdu nt dost a |

desig@@iavend .t his pattern of predominant wusage, th
e based on projections ,oft DRFhependppgopni amtaj o
signated as Heenstongreidsimicrea IF YRDal2t. i ¢ e

‘21 Si'-72-1 ®S+Z21 EZ—S>""

Fi gdsyleows wahlalto wtahbel e adj ust memte xwodlidel gelrlsi k&
fully de xeevrecriyseyear, IThavialdgowabdarnmnygyguwset ment dec
$6.8 billion as “hg e hofe txtpheenbdeiftourreeg dynecarr$sa s Sng t o n
billion in 2021.

Figure 4. Projected Allowable Adjus tment for Disaster Relief: Maximum Usage
(in discretionary budget authority)

Dollars in Millions

$30,000

$20,000

$10,000

S0

FY12 FY13 Fy14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21
I Disaster Relief Budget Authority mzzzzz Projected Disaster Relief Usage
—e— Allowable Adjustment -++®-- Projected Allowable Adjustment

Source: CRS analysis based on historical appropriations and projected disaster relief spending.

‘Z1 Z+'2-1 ©S+Z21 ®Z—S>""

Fi gbsleows a pr ef e afacerd otfluet varlel owabl e adjustment b
projection fr ponf Nonvteintbiepra t2¢e0dl Sus age of the DRF ov
Accordingt hios FEMAL c n ¢ hetisdtei nmiastaegsed f vas txdi s tdamg f ut u
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nomatastrophic amacjuora tikGde ausstienrge maga sd fi oppdin ¢ maj or
disasters adjusted to FY2017 dollars.

FEMAfi-year projectiontpforvi B¥Ad0d7dastmadpdli progtct
of maj or dihseafsftwekerhsr otviemreh rloaurgihzDoin€2 @ 21 t he unpredi c
nature oFEMA - sdisd eamontu anla kpeF o eptipases of devel opi
hypotheto€RB sséenmrnted annuébphbyebscdyspdgewnddngg
years two (tFiWRdWB8We&flgneéy amonAs thotsed yzhaose, give
the preuwoangamamfi the allowable adjustmemti shas bee
being used as a surrogaitne tfhoirs aslcle ndairsiaos t er r el i e
Figure 5. Projected Allowable Adjustment for Disaster Relief: Medium Usage
(in discretionary budget authority)

Dollars in Millions
$30,000
$20,000
$10,000 "o RTT LI rrves °
....... - CLTRPPP
7
0
FYy12 FY13 Fy14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21
I Disaster Relief Budget Authority wzzzzz Projected DRF Usage
—— Allowable Adjustment -++@®-- Projected Allowable Adjustment

Source: CRS analysis based bistorical appropriations and projected DRF spengdimbich is used as a
surrogate for projected usage of the allowable adjustment for disaster.relief

I'n this s c%mmar ima,ni shriscknen atihoe, the allowable adjust
FY20Mwm8, tthen rebounds ibn 1F Yi200nl 9d uteo taol mohset i$nPp.a7c t
unused adjustmenThifg oanf ft het pirsi otre mpamary, as the
afterLewye ataenvneulasd goef ul t i mamtpealcyw elt chggdemiatmmad t h e
allowable adjustment back down, falling to just
‘21 '—'-2-1 ®S+21 €Z—S>""

Figb6gyleows a pr efeafacerd otfhuet uarlel owabl e a ustment b
projection fr ponf Nonvteintbiepra t2e¢0dl Sus age o f he DRF ov
fundingconily ohepreviod®Whyldectairisdhdghhytantike
furmhpor disaswenldebtamadeoaver the next five vy
intendedatdosvemYbpaswdible usage oAs tnhoet eadl laocbwavbel, e

dj
t

9 These types of estimates are subject to change as a result of revisions of damage estimates related to existing disasters
and changes in the d@ar average dsne passegear to year.

10 This estimate can and will change due to additional damawfication for existing disasters, eligibility
determinations, appeals, arbitrations, &tts can benighly variable based on numerous factors.
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given that the predominant wusage of the allowabl
projection is being used as a surrogate for all
I'n t hi st hsec ecnaarrriyoover ,wa ¢ hlea rggreera tcearr ri ynppvaecrt fr om F
boosting taldg uasltlmewmablien FY2018 to a greater extert
a |l esrtgelrl carryover applied to FY2019 boosting t|l
bilAsonn the emosatricimame nls 4 gvels of expenditure on d
further decliddyeianr tahvee ruangdee Fi¢ny denngsgu it mg ay edacrcsl,i n e
projected allowable adjustmkYW202lo slightly 1ess

Figure 6. Projected Allowable Adjustment for Disaster Relief: Minimum Usage
(in discretionary budget authority)
Dollars in Millions
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I Disaster Relief Budget Authority wzzzzz Projected DRF Usage
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Source: CRS analysis based on historical appropriations and projected DRF spemiiictyis used as a
surrogate for projected usage tfe allowable adjustment for disaster relief.
To facilitdtigudettmmwar thenmaxi mum, medium, and min
futurdisefasttleke relief allowalblne tahdj msetame tte rimn a os
of the allowable adjustment tends to support hig
carryover. However, those 1 oweerveslpeconfd itnhge laedvjeulsst
pulling down thesagerpgaers Asohtighee to roll out,
allowable adjustment were continued past 2021 un
and minimum usage e©c¢owmadieccd iweyl dvhebdbretthe allowa
maximum usage scenario would remain relatively s
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Five Years of the Budget Control Act’s Disas
Figure 7.Allowable Adjustment for Disaster Relief Scenarios
(in millions of dollars of discretionary budget authority)
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Source: CRS analysis based on historical appropriations and projected DRF spending.
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disaster relief designation.
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Five Years of the Budget Control Act’s Disas

inchwdeoactively designating the HumodicfayniengSandy
how OMBulcatles the adjustment .

Figure 8.Impact of Including P.L.113-2 Emergency Funding in the Allowable
Adjustment Calculation

(in millions of nominadlollars of discretionary budget authority)

$60,000
$40,000
ncy
B 19,807
$20,000 ‘@
@
{Lowest) 14,124
=i [ o g LN [Ln] I~ [e.e] 2] o —i ~ o =t a] 0
o (=] =] o =] o o o - — — — — — —
= = X > F * > = = > > > > > > >
(1Y (1Y (1Y (1Y (1Y (1Y (1Y (1Y (1Y (1Y (1Y (1Y (1Y (1Y (1Y (1Y
Disaster Relief Budget Authority (DRBA)
---®--- Allowable Adjustment if Sandy Emergency Funding is Included
—=e— Allowable Adjustment Under Current Law

Source: CRS compilation of data from OMB Sequestration Reports.
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Figure 9.Allowable Adjustment for Disaster Relief Scenarios, Including Emergency
Funding from PL.113-2

(millions of dollars of budget authority)
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ndifSams ttelh etRherloivegfh Ftuhned annualByapprsemrtiiatlilgns
ing the funding for the costs of major disa
nnual appropriatiba aowumbrPexpéodwot strtheee s e mb
f t hien BCnAt, 1 « ¢h etraet fwmaswleart haemiduRrFt s annua
her priorities, with the assumption t
| spmhpudpritahati mese dbialtBys emadkuirnign gt teh e f i

the DRF eligible for funding outside
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on an annual basis
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disaster relUde fofdetsh ¢ ndditessa sgtcdntrli toenlvrabnlde a dj ust me n
more brdadldy copmmeanonly used mdygd dspotntee decd i ed gancpas
to exercise their disaster respons ee nmeurtgheonrciyt i e s
fundingng oorn rterlaynis fers frHmwotheyr famadeidngctheoiur
from the wowpploomamttelsens may havenaad nfemdpdo gonams
whos e ageannctiiecsic pngaiym g ona pppopse maonhifauind . t heir e f f o
When Hurricane Sandy struck, a combination of t w
adequate resources to deal with $t6h.e4d ibmmeldiicant ¢ ne
supplemental appropr itdatnido na fcoornlttihnéuoi BaRgF orirenstoh ¥2 0 1 2
beginning of FY2013 that provided interim fundin
suppl ement al®The mme gaivaati¢liaobn .1 i t y mafy thhhosde addsoover c
the Admitmo smaowad imamr e de ltiob etrhaetheal iyo wonu Irde shpaovnes eb e e 1
case had the DRF andtdvrbecaanmpélbatbhelfgdmbns Htoratio
supplemental appropriations was not sent to Cong
Ot her preovgmames eifnd¢hwded in the—&diud pdoetmema vad trleeg
benefit of those rreealdyy amr storuarcsefse r sa nadr hraedp rt oogr a m
they wished twainto vfeo ra htehaed ,paosrsage of. a suppl emen

Does thebAk]l Adj ust ment Cover All Dis as
IPDisaster Relief Accurately Accounted

As mnot etdhBeCaAr ldieli,nedt’as nmneltliofties carried out p-
declaration of a maj or*Adicsoarsdtienrgo utbod eCaMBt, b etn S¢ d f f o
under the allowable adjustment, -mwear troolblei ngmcl ud
average on which the adjustment 1s based, approp
disast®r relief

Not all cost sr eocfe invae otrh ed i dsiassafAsstrenro treedl iaebfo vdee s i1 ghn at
oFY2Q13f all the costs of tHWPode2hdaddhbbieneend maj or
designasadtes delief, those designations would h
As a result, the majority of disaster relief was
Furthermore, the defihai BCAni ofadibmidkkchgdde tedr
some forms of fedbey aflo cdussiamsg ean atshsei .smhaajnocre di s a st

“—71 See”s0]1 (Eel el ede EEEH 171 >

Two

specific typesdeofl aStaanfdfeodrsdt hArcotu gdhi stahset eDRF a r «

majfodisasters, and are -ytcharr cabvwerrdargealsipeefmdil mgl e d

Emergedeclamdt Fiomse Management Assisyfance Grants

declantatt bhes fenmdaedrea b yl ctvherlu Ph e s i 2l ¢ hlpgsbspt satt aemsc e

and | occaarlriyt ioeust essential ser®%FiMAGs dauurtihnogr ieznee r g e

2p.L. 11277
Bp.L. 112175
14125 Stat. 245.

15 Office of Management and Budg&@MB Sequestration Update Report to the President and Congress for Fiscal
Year 2013Washington, DC, August 20, 2012, p. héps://www.whitehouse.goomblegislative_reports/
sequestration

13

®Emergencies are defined under the Stafford Act as any
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forms of federal assistance such as
, l ocal, and tribal governments for the con
c or private forest Mmapdr odi gasasstand t

ndinfgoermevegbacy ard | RMAGs mmeh |1 ower than the
jor dé¢ chastFrwim nFsF ¥2925 ,0b§135.0m was spent purs
or disas,yecan devxd rnwigldliiopfhh ®¥@ecdh& hat same period
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on was spent pursuant to emergency declara

mi | 1-loens sp etrhsapne a3d% nogf on maj of®*THusastiermidght
argued ltulkatont woiud di meot make anyeaaprp racvceiraabglee. d i
hers may argue that emergencies and FMAGs s hou
compteteul ation of federal disaster relief.
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A similar argument could be made for the inclusi
carried out under an authority,tshseparateeyf rofn t he
Department ofanmeSedrtvhi aensd gHidbeSr)al aut hor ity wunder
Service Act to provide public health assistance
Act dec¥Ammathiean si gni fic&onrestxabphditbe(SHU. S.

Dear t metnhkten odr i or ( DOI ) which provide assistance

1iThese examples of fweoduelrda pnaockt shaetn tutahle x ad icutl an d &
of the allowable adjustment, specifically becaus
decl ar attihSetna firfieadre d

Some might argue that the definition of disaster
adjusbhmaehtd sapture all 1 ns—+tnaontc ejsusotf wfheadte riasl pdriosva

the Stafford AcDoiansg as omawoourl dd irseagsutierre much mor e

disaster assistanacouspemdil mgv, fwirg mmdosrsein ot thaolr mouvgehr s

and policy innovation

I't should be noted,obtaweuemmpr eatfhi ansainke® satl o rpii ccat lulrye, «

federal funding for disadsffrcuksistaaskhcfohas paow
x I't is todi fifdliecmdlithy al/l of the dsdiestadneamtities
because many federal entities provide aid thrt
necessarily through 't fdossea sdesr’™ gmastiesd asnpceec i f 1 «
progftams.
X The de garnesep aorfe ntcry in reporting funding levels
tremendously among federal entities. As an e:3
submit monthly st,atdet aiclpiotbd slg@hd wdhes ,DRF

President, Federal assistans@éeded to supplement state and local efforts and capabilities to save lives and to protect
property and public health and safety, or to lessen or ave
(42 U.S.C. 85122) The process and pastars for emergency declarations is outlined in 42 U.S.C. §5193.

17 FMAGSs are authorized under 42 U.S.C. 85187. For more information on FMAGSR&Report R4373&ire
Management Assistance Grantsefuently Asked Questignoordinated by Bruce R. Lindsay

18 CRS analysis of FEMA data on DRF obligations.
1942 U.S.C. 243.

20 For additional discussion regarding these costsC&® Report R44082Vildfire Suppression Spending:
Background, Issues, and Legislatidny Katie Hoover, Bruce R. Lindsay, and Francis X. McCarthy

2’For example, the Department of Housing and Urban Devel opm
disaster victims.
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allocations, amd geex poefn dnaff toire sdri S qpmsit came nt has

not been extended itnod toetdh eerx iasgte,n cpiaerst,i camldar | y
stdtset or e d tbsyhis ¢ dsmatsers, on ot her federal fundin
emergencies and major disasters.

X Scoping whsata cdinssatsitteurt ei s difficult because d
by statute, regulation, and progr am. Some mi g
should be combined to get an accurate measaur ¢
disaster assistahncemak®©sheéhse mngherasegod disa:
assistlhmaeaanddt anmy include 1tems such as emerge
mitigation efforts, livestock |l osses, € conomi
missions.

Is Disaster Relief Constraniemé¢d@ by ¢t he

Some observers mistakenly believe that the allomw
on how much Congress c¢a%AT hsipse nids oan Aliisspaoskteeermdansosni.s
for -Mahjggoy Leader Eric Cantor put it thusly:

One d the reasons House Republicans insisted on reforming the disaster funding process,
which we did as part of the Budget Control Act, was so that we would have a separate

dedicated pot of money available based on historical disaster. néafésalso provide

that should a disaster exceed that capacity, Congress and the president could provide
additional emergency funds.

The allowable adjustment i1is a constraint on the
spending 1imits to asctccoommoed aiteef .d eWhiignea ttechd dBiCsAa s f
disaster relief is not el i g¥tbhlee deofri ndietsiiogm actfi oenm
under tehe oBn@Asses a range of eventualities that
budget amd houw t'ffayry st ma eprevention or mitigation o
property, or a threas noaamnficophtesdekardofyHuandec
Sandy, the allowable adjustmentatwaosnse whkaws tcod.era
largely by emergescygxpdbFsigadtabaswe

Legislation Proposing Changes to the /

During '"Cbagtétds 1egis laaltlioowm bal ded madsj shism ghetnkt ¢ $ e
BCA took twwoprdoiaSefvemswent lpageicsplsaotpidosme e ¢ t 1 gtghaeme n d
BCA to permit additionalwiflodtfmsr eo fs udpipsraesstseiro ns paccntd

22 For example, see Matt A. Mayéturricane Sandy: Disaster Aid Request Too, Bigritage Foundation, Issue Brief
#3803 on Homeland Security, Washington, DC, December 13, B@fp2/www.heritage.orgésearchieports201212/
hurricanesandydisasteraid-requesttoo-bigp ™Mr . Mayer refers to a DRF “cap.?”

2Doug Heye, as quoted in Paul Krawzak, “GAdiCdlawmakers Not
November 15, 2012.

24125 Stat. 245.
25125 Stat. 246.

26 For more information on supplemental appropriations passed in response to Hurricane S&R$, Report
R42869,FY2013 Supplemental Fundirior Disaster Religfcoordinated by William L. Painter and Jared T. Brown
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LegislatbgrhepaHsosusck ‘dassingn tidhdén g tHe sRI NRAST a
“wo rakr oitnod avoid directdy amending the BCA.

The measubryehpaHlbeRle)Rowil/ds aenedde Stafford Act, wh
the main disaster relief 1 egimsaljatri odmcslaakmaetrii odt e r e
The mewowlhd ncerdeeaftieni tsipemsd i mmgd a ut bSet raifAfaotrlsde suen d e r
changesl Iwowbfd ad agencicecisonrs frequedissta sdteecrl airmpgact s
lassdurrently not WwWithuinir@athedc $thed tndeond eshedttu od a
disaster response activities through DRF.
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Disaster Relief After the BCA

As ittlewrsteaands, the discretionary spending 11 mi
after FW@®OPRd.Congress choose to continue with an
maghoose to maintain the existiamodbfpwabde adju
appr.®@holhmld Congress choose to modify its approac
Congress may continua td¢ spbatdhgadte aplelodeve sfissrmsf un d i
outside the discretiomanynspénbdudgelevebol ati bns
circumstances, “‘emthgepgpdengecabtywash more speci
funding for overseas military opetatmewschdobsest
unlimitedsagdjluamti mend all owabal ec oambji msatt meomt so,f osru cphc
approaches as 1t has.under the Budget Control Ac
I f Congrescsonctchmpuseestdbeoan adjustimhitng orhedidafiitmir
of disaster rebkiafideo mhpoStdiffastde Act and 1 1mit
by formula could contidiusecmwdttihomar ¥ hep poreiscg ilpit m
threat of Csoenqgunessythroaotsico it tos re¢efiisnitt i onwhoeft hdeirs a st er
the adjustment icsholoismist each. all fl oGvaithhdargye sasd pios t me nt 1
change t he Icfuolrantuilnag ftohre caal lionwaabnlye naudnjbuesrt noefn twa y s :
t he t i thee imegr igoviecrlatigheedn Bi gh aonrd nhoodw fyyeiamrgs ;t he s cop
disaster assistance included in the calculations

2'While passed by the House, the language regarding the expansion of the Stafford Act to cover wildfire suppression
costs on federal lands was not included in the consolidaiepriations legislation approved by Congress at the
conclusion of the stSession of the 114Congress.
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A more fundamental change to how the federal gov
also pOoemgrbelses could take byephetbdDedshtiadtte goxsednm
local prioovws deoborrowing authority to agencies T eSs
discretionary budget authoritHowethroy giohtdhle oppi e
require legistaditwveonall pnotuo siindpl eevheentbudget pro
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